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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  TEL  AUTHORITY . 

( a ) MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH . 

C.L.  Broomhead,  T.D.  , M.D. , B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Official  address:-  5,  High  Street,  CHIPPENHAM. 

Tel:  Chippenham  2821  Extn.49. 


also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Boroughs  of  Caine 
arid  Malmesbury  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Caine  & Chippenham 
and  Malmesbury.  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  School  Medical  Officer,  Wiltshire  County  Council. 


( 1 ) SENIOR  PUBLIC,  HEALTH  „I  NS  PEC  TOR . 

S.P.  French,  Sanitary  Inspector's  Cert.  R.S.l. 

Meat  & Other  Foods  Inspector’s  Cert.  R.S.l. 

(c)  ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS . 

C.W.  Pitman,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

Meat  & Other  Foods  Inspector's  Cert.  R.S.l. 
Smoke  Inspector's  Diploma  R.'S.H. 

(d)  E.W.  Wright,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B., 

Meat  & Other  Foods  Inspector’s  Diploma  R.S.H. 
Smoke  Inspector’s  Diploma  R.S.H. 

( e ) SECRETARY  TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

S.G.V.  Williamson,  Cert.  R.I.P.H.H. 

(f)  The  Committee  of  the  Borough  Council  dealing  directly 
with  Public  Health  matters  is:  - 


The  Public  Health  and  Highways  Committee 
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The  Mayor,  Aldermen  & Councillors, 
Chippenham  Borough  Council. 


.Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1964  in  accordance  with  Regulation 
15(5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959. 

Copies  of  the  report  are  required  by  the 
Mihistry  of  Health,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
& Food,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government  and 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories;  a copy  is  also  sent  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

There  were  twenty  three  fewer  births  during 
1964  by  comparison  with  1963.  This  has  had  the  affect 
of  slightly  lowering  the  birth  rate  to  19.0  per  1000  of 
the  population  as  compared  with  the  rate  of  20.7  for  1963. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  also  slightly 
less  (11.6  per  1000  of  the  population)  by  comparison  with 
the  rate  (12.3)  for  1963. 

There  has  been  no  appreciable  change  in  the 
statistics  relating  to  still  births. 

The  death  of  four  children  all  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  during  1964?  has  made  a decrease  in  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  by  comparison  with  the  rate  for  1963  which 
was  20.9  per  1000  live  births.  The  numbers  involved  however 
are  too  small  to  be  of  any  statistical  signif icance . 

As  in  previous  years,  more  than  half  the  deaths 
which  occurred  during  1964  were  attributed  to  Cancer, 

Coronary  Disease  and  Heart  Disease  collectively. 

With  the  exception  of  sporadic  outbreaks  of 
cases  of  Dysentery,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Salmonella  infection, 
the  Borough  enjoyed  freedom  from  infectious  disease  during 
1964.  Once  again  the  more  serious  infectious  diseases 
such  as  Poliomyelitis  and  Para-Typhoid,  were  conspicuous 
by  their  absence. 

The  report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  S.F.  French,  is  incorporated  and  provides  much  detailed 
information  on  environmental  health. 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  French  and  the  staff  of 
the  Council  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during 
the  year  under  review. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.L.-  Broomhead, 


GENERAL  , STATISTICS . 

Area  (in  acres) 1*843 

Population  18,510. 

Number  of  houses  (end  of  1964  according  to  the 

Rate  Booh) 5*825 

Rateable  Value £“£10,522 

Sum  represented  hy  Penny  Rate  (estimated) £2>§50. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


VITAL  STATISTICS . 


Males  Females 

Total. 

Legitimate 

190 

146 

336 

Illegitimate 

_ . J.  ..... . 

10 

l-7„_ 

TOTAL 

^ 

156 

th  Rate  for 

the  Borough. 

19. 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough,,, 18.4 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales 18.4 

per  1000  of  the  population. 


Members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area  are 
included  in  the  population  figure  shovm  under  the  heading 
"General  Statistics".  To  make  an  approximate  allowance 
for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
local  population  differs  from  England  & Woles  as  a whole, 
the  crude  birth  rote  and  death  rate  for  the  Borough  are  to 
be  multiplied  by  an  "area  comparability  factor"  given  by 
the  Registrar  General.  The  above  statistics  have  been  so 
corrected.  The  comparability  factor  for  births  has  been 
quoted  as  0.97. 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Eight  still  births  (three  males  and  five  females)  were 
notified  during  1964  (two  more  than  during  1963 ).  The 
rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  is  22.0.  The 
comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales  is  16.3 

INFANT  MORTALITY . 

Four  children,  all  under  the  age  of  one  year,  died  during 
1964.  The  children  concerned  were  males,  three  of  whom 
died  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate,  per  1000  live  births  is  12.2.  The  comparative 
rate  for  England  & Wales  is  20.2 
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DEATHS 


The  following  deaths  were  notified  during  the 

year  under  review: - 

Males  Females  Total. 

114  101 215.' 

Crude  Death  Rate  for  th.e  Borough,,,, 11.6 

per  1000  of  tile  population. 

Adjusted  death  rate  for  the  Borough 10.0 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales 11.3 

per  1000  of  the  population. 


ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Males  _ Females Total. 


Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

3 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus  4 

- 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm, hreast 

- 

5 

5 

Malignant  neopla sm, uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

1 

l 

neoplasms 

10 

5 

15 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

1 

3 

4 

system 

12 

16 

28 

Coronary  disease , angina 

29 

12 

41 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

14 

27 

41 

Other  circulatory  disease 

12 

1 

13 

Influenza 

- 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

10 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

9 

3 

12 

sy  s*t  em  * 

3 

- 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 
Gastritis , enteritis  and 

1 

1 

2 

diarrhoea 

- 

1 • 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

1 

— 

1 

diseases 

7 

13  - 

20 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

l 

2 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

■-  — 

1 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

114 

101 

215 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  infectious 
disease  (other  than  tuberculosis)  notified  tind  or 


ascertained  during 

the 

year 

under  review 

, together 

with  comparative  figures  for 

previous  years  since 

1961. 

1261 

1362 

A2£2 

A2S± 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a b 

a 

b 

DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

6 

7 

7 

11  11 

9 

9 

Whoopi ng  Cough 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

13 

13 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

Ac  ..Poliomyelitis 

292 

292 

45 

45 

275  275 

* 8 

8 

(paralytic) 

Ac •Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

(non-paralytic ) 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

7 

7 

- 

- 

33  33 

20 

20 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

_ 

_ 

_ 

w 

mm 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

14 

14 

15 

15 

21  21 

12 

12 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Para-typhoid  Fever 

l 

1 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- - 

- 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

— 

- 

- 

6 - 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- - 

- 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  - 

y 

2 

2 

1 - 

— 

- 

Salmonella  Infections- 

— 

— 

— 

17  17 

5 

5 

TOTAL 

■22L~223L 

3.64 .251. 

. _6J_ 

...67 L 

TUBERCULOSIS . a=  numbers  originally  notified. 

b=  final  numbers  after  correction. 

During  the  year  under  review,  four  new  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
were  notified  and  confirmed -by  the  Chest  Physician.  One  of 
these  patients  was  suffering  from  the  respiratory  form  of  the 
disease?  and  the  remaining  three  cases  were  affected  with  the 
non-respira tory  type  of  tuberculosis. 

The  death  occurred  of  a previously  notified  case  of 
respiratory  tuberculosis.  This  particular  death  has  not 
been  classified  on  page  4 as  a death  due  to  tuberculosis, 
as  the  primary  cause  of  death  was  due  to  a different  cause, 
and  classified  accordingly  in  the  statistics  under  this 
heading. 

In  addition  to  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  each 
year,  a certain  proportion  of  tuberculous  persons  either  move 
into  the  town  or  move  out.  According  to  the  Register  of 
Tuberculous  Persons,  the  following  notified  and  confirmed 
cases  of  tuberculosis  wer  'living  in  the  Borough  at  the  end 
of  1964. 


Male  s 

Females 

Total 

Respiratory 

22 

21 

43 

Non-re  sp i r a t o ry 

6 

21 

27 

Total 

28 

. 42- 

70 

HOUSING 


As  in  previous  years,  a proportion  of  Housing 
Applications  were  investigated  on  medical  grounds.  In 
appropriate  cases,  additional  points  were  recommended; 
particular  emphasis  "being  made  in  cases  of  tuberculosis 
and  other  serious  diseases  and  disablements  affecting 
either  the  applicant  or  a member  of  his  family  living 
with  him. 


The  following  detail  has  been  supplied  by  the 
Council’s  .'lousing  Manager. 

NEW  PROPERTIES  (including  Av on s i de ) . 


Tenants  from  married  quarters  to  be  demolished 
Existing  tenants  transferred 
Applicants  from  waiting  list 


40 

17 

'21 
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EXISTING  PROPERTIES . 


Applicants  from  waiting  list  including 

aged  persons’  bungalows  29 

Tenants  from  married  Quarters  13 

Tenants  from  married  quarters  to  be  demolished  6 

Admiralty  employees  1$ 

Staff  allocation  1 

Wilts  Education  Committee  allocation  1 

J 68 


MARRIED  QUARTERS 


Applicants  from  waiting  list 

Tenants  transferred  from  married  quarters 

to  be  demolished. 
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NUMBER  OF  PROPERTIES  AT  31st.  DECEMBER.  1964. 


Houses  15^2 

Plats  • 134 

Avonside  21 

Aged  Persons’  Bungalows  103 

Married  Quarters  540 

2180 

Caravan  Sites  22 

Garage  s 356 


During  the  year  29  applicants  were  rehoused  for  the 
following  reasons 

Demolition  Orders  20;  Court  Orders  5;  Medical  Officer 
of  Health’s  recommendations  4* 


In  addition  3 mutual  exchanges  were  approved  and 
14  tenants  were  transferred  for  various  reasons  from  one 
dwellingto  another. 

100  Married  Quarters  have  been  demolished  or  vacated 
ready  for  demolition. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


The  following  detoil  has  been  supplied  by  Mr. 

O.E.W.  Street,  Borough  Surveyor. 


Sewage  Disposal . 


1.  The  two  sewage  disposal  works  at  Wes  tinea  d and 
Patterdown  serve  the  Borough  and  the  fringe 
area . 


2.  Tenders  are  to  be  invited  early  in  1965  for 
the  first  stage  of  the  major  re-sewering  scheme 
covering  the  northern  section  of  the  Borough. 
The  contract  will  be  approximately  12  months 
duration . 

3.  The"eff luents  from  the  Wes tmead  and  Pat'terdown 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  ore  discharged  to  the 
River  Avon. 


Refuse  Collection,  and  Disposal. 


Refuse  collection  in  the  Borough  continues  to 
be  operated  with  two  covefed  vehicles.  House 
and  trade  refuse  is  collected  weekly  and 
additional  collections  are  made  from  premises 
such  as  cafes,  food  and  fish  shops  etc.  where 
food  is  handled.  This  work  is  under  continuous 
review  to  re-route  collections  to  deal  with  new 
houses  erected  in  the  Borough. 


Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at 
Westmead.  The  handling  and  covering  of  refuse 
is  done  mechanically . 


Pull  use  is  mode  of  insecticides  in  connection 
with  refuse  collection  and  tip  dressing.  The 
eradication  of  rats  is  undertaken  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  North  Wilts.  Water  Board  is  the  responsible  Authority 
for  the  production  and  distribution  of  water  supplies  within 
the  Borough.  The  Water  Board  arranges  both  bacteriological 
•and  chemical  examinations  of  the  raw  water,  and  the-- Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  takes  regular  samples  of  the  treated 
water  in  supply  to  the  public  for  bacteriological  examinations 
also,  together  with  estimations  of  free  chlorine  available 
in  the  water.  Close  liaison  is  maintained  between  officers 
of  the  Council  and  officers  of  the  Water  Board,  and  any 
deviations  from  normal  are  dealt  with  at  once. 

It  was  found  that  both  the  quality  and  the  quantity  of  water 
in  supply  to  the  public  during  the  year  under  review,  was 
-both  satisfactory  and  adequate. 


s. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 


The  Wilts.  County  Council  as  a Local  Health 
Authority,  is  responsible  for  the  formation  of  schemes 
for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  certain  infectious 
diseases.  I am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.D.L.  Lycett,  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  following  information. 


DIPHTIi: ,RIA . WHOOPING  COUGH  AND..  TETANUS  IMMUNISATION. 


Year  of  birth 

Primary 

1964  1963 

1962 

1961 

I960 

1955- 

.125$, 

-1950' 

1.964. 

imms . 

Diph . 

172 

180 

31 

14 

10 

12 

- 

completed 

Wh/c 

169 

180 

27 

12 

5 

- 

- 

during 

1964. 

Tet. 

172 

180 

32 

15 

12 

48 

41 

Reinf . injects . 

Diph. 

— 

60 

100 

18 

31 

283 

2 

administered 

Wh/ c . 

— 

38 

69 

13 

12 

41 

1 

during  1964. 

Tet. 

- 

60 

101 

20 

34 

277 

48 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION. 


Age  Group . 

Months. 

0-3  3-6  6 

-9 

9-12 

1 

Years . 

2-4  5-14 

15  and 

Vaccinations 

21  23 

18 

24 

142 

6 

over. 

19 

Re-vaccinations 

- 

- 

* - 

3 

6 12 

75. 

POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION 

The  following  immunisations  were  completed  during  1964. 


Age^G  rje.iip . 


1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1943-1960 

1933-1942 

Others 


2nd  3rd  4th.  3 oral  3 oral  4 oral  4 oral  after 
inj.inj.inj.  doses,  after  after  3 injs  or 

2 injs.2  injs  3 oral. 

& one 

__  _ _ oral,.  . 


2 - 

3 3 

7 20§ 

- • 

9 


35 

- 240 

50 

16 

56 

- 18 

2 - 1 30 


TOTALS:-  2 445,  . . - ...  12  _ 22Jl 


The  Nati onal  Assistance.  (Amendment) _ Ac t_a_  JL5L5.1 . 

It  was  found  necessary  during  the  y ear  to  arrange  for 
the  statutory  removal  to  hospital  of  two  elderly  females. 
Both  patients  were  found,  on  investigation,  to  be  in  urgent 
need  of  medical  care  and  attention 
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REPORT 
of  the 

PUBLIC  _ HEALTH  I N S P EC  TOR 


TO : 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the 
Chippenham  Town  Council . 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  a Report 
of  the  work  carried  out  in  my  Department  during 
the  year  1964. 

The  tables  and  particulars  conform  to 
the  Ministry's  Regulations  and  Requirements. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

SoF.  FRENCH. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


••  • • ■ . . - ... 


■■ 


* 


. 


: 


' 


10 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

496  Inspections  were  made  of  378  premises  in  connection  with 
Housing  and  Nuisances,  and  as  a result  62  notices  were  served 
requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  housing  repairs. 

Most  of  this  work  is  of  a routine  nature,  hut  nevertheless  is 
important  work.  It  is  unspectacular,  and  is  probably  performed 
without  the  knowledge  of  most  ratepayers. 

There  is  a scarcity  of  builders  willing  to  undertake  this  type 
of  work. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1964 


Number  of  New  Houses  _ and  Flats  erected  du r ing 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  93 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  59 

Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year . 

(1)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.Acts  38 

(2)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  290 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  16 

(4)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  36 


3. 


Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action . 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  Informal  Action 


4. 


Action  under _ Statutory  Pov/ers  (Public  Health  and 
Housing  Act; 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  1 0 & 16  of  Housing 
Act  1936  and  Sections  95  10  & 12  of  Housing 
Act  1957  


( i )  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(b ) Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 
formal  notices  were  served 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice 


(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 13  Housing  Act 
1936  and  Sections  16  & 23  Housing  Act,  1957° 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of 
Demolition  Orders 

(iii)  Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  demolished 

(iv) Number  of  undertakings  accepted 

(v)  Number  of  families  re-housed 


52 


None 


2 

2 

2 

None 


27 

4 

37 

1 

67 


vi)  Number  of  persons  re-housed 

vii)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 


207 

0 
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Proceedings  under  Sections  42-45  _Hous_ing  vet  1957 

(a)  Number  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  area  and 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  0 


Housing  Acts  1936  & 1937.  “ Overcrowding. 


No  case  of  overcrowding  was  found  in  non-Council 
houses  during  the  year. 

The  statutory  standard  introduced  in  1936  is  outdated, 
and  as  the  housing  situation  eases  no  doubt  the  Government 
will  give  consideration  to  the  introduction  of  a revised 
standard,  and  another  national  survey. 

In  1961  a survey  was  made  of  the  conditions  under  which 
emigrants  were  living  in  the  Borough.  This  is  followed  up 
from  time  to  time.  Up  to  now  there  have  been  no  real  difficulties 
and  a fair  standard  is  being  maintained.  This  puts  into  perspec- 
tive a problem  which  is  often  exaggerated  by  uninformed  public 
opinion. 

INPRQVEMENT  GRANTS 

I am  indebted  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  the  following  statistics 
for  the  year  1964 . j 

( 1 ) Standard  Grants 


1.  Number  of  applications 

(a) 

Owner/occupiers  . . . 

Approved 

16 

Refused 

0 

w 

Tenanted  houses  . « . 

Approved 

3 

Refused 

0 

2.  Number  of  dwellings 

(a) 

Owner/occupiers  9 

improved 

M 

Tenanted  1 

3c  Amount  paid  in  grants 

£1170.  18.  2 

4.  Average  grant  per  house 

170.  1.10 

5.  Amenities  provided: 

(a) 

Fixed  bath 

9 

M 

Shower 

0 

(c) 

Wash  Hand  Basin 

9 

(d) 

Hot  water  supply 
(to  any  fittings) 

9 

(e) 

Water-closet 

10 

(f) 

Food  store 

6 

( 2 ) Discretionary  Grants 

1.  Number  of  applications  approved 

2.  Number  of  applications  refused 

3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  £2251 . 

4c  Number  of  dwellings  improved 

(a)  Owner/occupier  7 

(b)  Tenanted  1 


Rents  Act  1957 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  under  this  Act. 
One  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  cancelled,  the  defects 
specified  in  the  schedule  of  the  Certificate  having  been 
remedied. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS . 


The  following  licensed  sites  were  used  during  the  year:- 


Foghamshire  3 

Bath  Road  1 

Ladyfield  Nurseries  1 

1 80  Sheldon  Road  1 

52  Low den  1 


Council’s  Sites 

Greenway  Lane  4 

Bath  Road  18 


Sites  exempted  from  licensing  requirements :- 


71  Marshfield  Road 
67  Hill  Corner  Road 
Cocklebury  Farm. 

All  the  above  caravans  are  used  as  dwelling-houses . 
Frequent  inspections  are  made  of  these  sites,  which, 
generally  speaking,  are  well  maintained. 


to  1961 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


tNumber 

Number 

of 

on 

WriTten 

Occupiers 

PREMISES 

Register 

Inspns . 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

l)  Factories  in  which 

• 

i 

Secs.  1,2,3 ?4  & 6 arq 

i 

to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

13 

- 

- 

1 

2)  Factories  not  included 

! 

in  (l)  in  which  Sec. 7 

• 

is  enforced  by  the 

| 

i 

Local  Authorities 

59 

13 

1 

3)  Other  premises  in  whlck 

Sec. 7 is  enforced  by 

' 

the  Local  Authority 

! 

(excluding  Out -worker 

s 

i 

I 

premises.) 

- ; 

“ 

} 

72 

13 

1 

— J. 

One  Notice  was  served  under  Section  7 upon  the  occupier  of 
a factory  which  had  not  been  provided  with  proper  sanitary 
conveniences . 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956. 

Attention  has  been  paid  both  to  existing  installations  and  to 
proposals  for  new  boiler-houses  and  chimneys.  Twenty-one  chimney 
observations  in  connection  with  excessive  dark  smoke  emission 
resulted  in  informal  action,  followed  by  return  to  satisfactory 
conditions  at  four  premises;  a fifth  instance  involved  an 
industrial  process  controlled  by  the  Alkali  AC  Works  Regulations 
Act,  1906.  and  was  referred  to  H.M.  Alkali  Inspector. 

Two  proposals  for  provision  of  new  boilers  and  chimneys  were 
discussed  with  owners,  and  one  of  these  was  quickly  installed  and 
in  operation;  the  second  was  abandoned  following  Town  Planning 
objection  to  the  height  of  the  chimney  which  public  health 
reasons  required. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 


13 


Informal  action  was  taken  in  a number  of  cases  in  connection 
with  the  use  of  loudspeakers  by  salesmen  in  ice-cream  vehicles  : 
after  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening. 


INFECTIOUS  PI  Sitae 53 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  one  home  and  one  hospital  ] 
(14  times)  after  infectious  diseases.  Bedding  and  similar  art: 
are  treated  hy  steam  or  destroyed  when  this'  is  considered  neces; 
No  charge  is  made  for  fumigation  or  steam  disinfection  when  thi; 
is  done  Because  of  infectious  disease. 

On  disinfection,  the  modern  view  appears  to  he  that  with  th. 
exception  of  smallpox  and  possibly  tuberculosis,  ordinary  was  hi:, 
and  laundering  of  clothes  and  the  cleansing  of  rooms  with  soap 
and  water  after  infectious  illness  is  all  that  is  really  requir 
Yet  it  would  be  wrong  to  refuse  disinfection  where  it  is  requds 


There  is  still  a small  demand  for  the  disinfection  of  parch 
of  clothing  prior  to  dispatch  abroad. 

142  visits  of  inquiry  were  made  in  connection  with  infectic 
diseases  - intestinal  infections,  scarlet  fever,  food  poisoning 
etc. 

65  visits  were  made  to  retailing  and  catering  est abli  shiner; 
and  schools  kitchens  in  connection  with  the  Aberdeen  outbreak. 
The  object  of  these  visits  was  the  withdrawal  of  all  6 lb.  cans 
of  corned  beef  produced  at  the  canning  establishments  in  the 
Argentine  during  the  period  in  which  unchlorinated  water  had 
been  used  for  the  cooling  process. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY, PREMISES  ACT  _196£ . 

j 

For  the  first  time  offices  have  become  subject  to  detailed 
legislation  relating  to  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of 
employees. 

|No. of  premises ; No.  cf  reg.  No. of  reg 
jregistered  premises:  premises 
at  end  of 


'Class  of 
.premises  . 


iduring  year, 


joffices  ! 5 8 

•Retail  Shops  159 

[Wholesale  shcps 
| Warehouse  sj  3 

jCatering  Estb. 
:open  to  public  , 
canteens,  | 16 

'Fuel  storage 
^depots 


year. 

56 
158 


receiving 
a general 
inspection 
during  year 

27 

6 


Analysis  of 
persons 
employed  in 
Reg.  premises? 
by  workplace 


15 


952 

893 

47 

1 02 
None 


■Totals 


236 


232 


36 


19949=  Males  1- 
)=  Ifenales 


Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  registered  premises  under  the  Act 


43 


14 


OFFICES^  SHOPS  ,iED  RA IL  AYY  ..PREMISES  ACT  1963 


Contraventions . 


Sec  o 5 . 
Sec  o 6 o 
Sec  . 7 ® 

Sec  o 0 o 

Sec  . 9 . 
Sec .1 Oo 
Sec  »11 o 
Sec  .13  • 
Sec.l6. 
Sec. 17. 

Sec . 24 . 


Overcrowding 

Temperature 

Ventilation 

Lighting 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Washing  Facilities 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

Sitting  Facilities 

Floors,  passages,  stairs 

Fencing  of  exposed  parts 
of  machinery 

First  Aid  - General 

Provisions 


Found 

1 

24 

4 

5 
19 
16 

1 

1 

. 13 

7 

24 


TOTAL  115 


The  early  inspections  show  up  what  I think  will  he 
required  in  a good  number  of  cases.  A high  proportion 
have  no  hot  running  water.  Poor  ventilation  is  another 
common  defect.  Very  few  have  thermometers,  and  whilst 
nearly  all  premises  have  some  form  of  first  aid  box,  many 
consist  of  a box  of  elastoplast  dressings  instead  of  a 
proper  kit . 

This  new  piece  of  legislation  is  involving  the  department 
in  a great  deal  of  extra  work,  both  administrative  and  technical, 
and  will  make  an  important  contribution  to  the  conditions  of 
employment  of  nearly  all  office  and  shop  workers. 


SWIMKING  POOL 

Regular  samples  from  the  swimming  and  paddling  pools 
were  taken  during  the  summer  months  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service.  The  samples,  taken  at  peak  loads  at  fortnightly 
intervals,  are  to  assess  the  efficiency  of  the  treatment, 
which  is  of  the  continuous  filtration,  circulation  and 
chlorination  type.  Other  and  more  frequent  tests,  to  determine 
the  residual  chlorine  content  of  the  water,  are  carried  out 
on  the  premises. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957. 

The  Council  accepted  delegation  from  the  County  Council 
of  this  Order.  There  are  eight  licenced  premises  in  the 
Borough  (six  only  are  actually  processing  waste  food)  and 
these  are  inspected  from  time  to  time  in  connection  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  Order. 

PET.  ANIMAL S ACT  1951 

Two  licences  were  issued  to  keep  pet  shops.  These 
premises  are  inspected,  although  the  only  pets  sold  are 
cage-oirds,  goldfish  and  tortoises. 
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eradication  of  vermin . 

Some  verminous  infestations  were  dealt  with  by  the  use  of 
D.D.To  and  Gammexane  Insect icides  <> 

In  a number  of  cases,  advice  and  assistance  was  given 
in  connection  with  fly  and  wasp  infestations.. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  methods  used  have,  on  the  whole,  become  standardised 
throughout  the  country,  and  ar^  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood. 

Poisons  used  are  - Zinc  Phosphide  and  Warfarin. 

The  sewers,  brooks  and  sewage  outfall  w orks  are  now  treated 
as  a routine  measure  twice  yearly,  the  refuse  tips  are  closely 
watched  and  treated  as  often  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  low  level  of  rat  infestations  in  surface  properties  in 
the  town  is  due  greatly  to  the  systematic  control  measures 
applied  to  the  sewers,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  rats 
are  attracted  by  readily  available  food  supplies  - from  building 
sites  where  scraps  are  carelessly  thrown  about  and  from  residential 
areas  where  birds  are  fed  without  adequate  precautions. 

The  f ollov/ing  details  are  in  the  form  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food;- 


Type  of  Property 


Non-Agri cultural 


; Agri- 


| Number  of  properties  in 
iL.A’s  District.  (Notes 
• 1 and  2) . 

'Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of> 
(a)  Notification 

b)  Survey 

c)  Otherwise 

jNumber  of  properties 
'inspected  which  were 
I found  to  be  infested 

!4.  ^Number  of  infested 

properties  treated  by  L.A 

5 "Total  treatments  carried 
j out , including  re-treat- 
ments . 


Local  .IVelling 
'Author Jr  ; houses 
: ( incl . 
'Council 
;houses ) 

i 

All  other 

4incl . 

rUsiness 

Premises) 

Total 

of 

Cols. 

1 

2 & 

3 

cul- 

tural. 

11 

5688 

1173 

1 

6872 

4 

i 

i 

» 

32 

91 

1 

11 

4 

— 

15 

- 

i 

384 

248 

632 

1 

i _ 

l 

2 

6 

8 

- 

11 

1 

62 

38 

111 

1 

j 19 

i 

.3 

48 

142 

1 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
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MEAT  inspection 

The  Bacon  Factory  continues  to  maintain  the  heavy  slaughter- 
ing of  the  last  few  years.  The  Wilt  shire  Bacon  Company, 
during  the  year,  slaughtered  some  50,287  pigs  on  their 
premises . 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the 
1st « .October  1963°  The  object  of  these  Regulations  was  to 
require  all  local  authorities  to  provide  a 1 00  per  cent  meat 
inspection  service,  and  this  has  been  in  operation  since 
1st.  December  1963?  all  carcases  having  been  marked  since 
that  date.  The  line  system  is  adopted  at  the  bacon  factory, 
and  the  speed  of  slaughter  necessitates  two  inspectors 
being  present. 

I sometimes  wonder  whether  the  general  public  realise  that 
this  service  is  working  constantly  to  ensure  that  all  meat 
sold  for  human  consumption  is  free  from  disease  and  fit  to  eat. 

Post-mortem  and  sometimes  anti-mortem  inspect iorB  were 
carried  out  on  54? 689  animals  during  the  year. 

The  Regulations  provide  for  Local  Authorities  to  make  charts 
for  inspections  and  the  Council  have  decided  on  the  following 
charges  :- 

Wiltshire  Bacon  Co.  6d.  per  pig. 

T.  Cartwright, 

Slaughterhouse,  River  St.  Cattle  - 27- 

Calves  - 9d. 

Sheep  - 6d. 

Pigs  - 9d. 

The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958,  and  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958, 
were  designed  to  secure  the  observance  of  sanitary  and 
cleanly  conditions  in  connection  with  the  construction  and 
operation  of  slaughterhouses  and  the  handling  of  meat  therein. 

They  impose  upon  occupiers  of  slaughterhouses  requirements  as 
to  the  layout,  drainage,  equipment,  maintenance,  cleanliness, 
ventilation,  lighting,  water  supply,  management  and  personal 
hygiene,  and  provides  for  safeguards  against  the  infliction 
of  unnecessary  suffering. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  comply  with  these 
Regulations , 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMaLS  ACT  1958 

Twenty-two  persons  were  licensed  to  slaughter  animals. 
CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  - 1964 

Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
excl.  and 

cows  Lambs 


Number  killed 


1569 


All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 


Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  223 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  14.2 


2 13  2818  50287 


226 


0 107  7662 


50  15.3  3.8  15.6 
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Carcases  Insi 


condemned  - 1964°  Cont’d. 


Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
Exclo  & 

Cows  Lamhs 


Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 


Carcases  of  which  sDme  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 


1 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  1 0 


Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  9 

Generalised  and  totally 
Condemned  1 


2 

1544 

3 


BOVINE 

1 Carcase 

7 Heads 

104  Livers 

134  Pt . Livers 
Offal 
Meat 

PIGS 

242  Carcases 
H49  Heads 

Mes/Plucks 

Meat 

SHEEP 

79  Livers 

Other  Offals 

2 Carcases 
Meat 

CALVES 

2 Carcases 


To  Co  Q»  Lbs. 

5 15 

1 3 27 

11  2 16 

4 15 

2 1 20 
2 2 20 


12  4 2 3 
6 0 1 26 
30  2 1 8 
5 7 0 17 


1 1 21 
1 17 

3 17 

13  6 


3 1 


TOTAL  55  8 0 13 


CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

Routine  examination  of  beef  carcases  and  organs  is  carried 
out  to  detect  the  parasite  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  as  required  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  Cysticercus 
Bovis  is  the  cystic  stage  of  taenia  saginata,  the  tapeworm  of 
man.  During  the  year  ten  carcases  were  found  to  be  infected, 
one  was  generalised  the  others  being  single  cysts  located  in 
the  head  in  four  cases  and  in  the  heart  in  five  cases.  Of  the 
cases  found,  four  were  viable  and  six  degenerated.  Where  the 
infestation  is  generalised,  the  carcase  is  totally  condemned 

Cont ' d 
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CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS  - Cont 'd. 

and  where  the  infestation  is  localised,  the  part  of  the  carcase  or 
the  organ  affected  is  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption;  the 
remainder  of  the  carcase  is  placed  in  cold  storage  at  a temperature 
not  exceeding  20°F.  for  a period  of  three  weeks,  and  then  released 
for  human  consumption..  Failing  refrigeration,  the  entire  carcase 
and  offal  is  rejected, 

METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF. .CONDEMNED  FOOD . 

All  carcases  and  offals  found  at  the  Bacon  Factories  and  Slaughter- 
houses to  he  unfit  for  human  consumption,  are  mutilated  and  dyed 
prior  to  disposal  to  firms  outside  the  Borough  for  conversion  into 
animal  food  and  fertilisers.  Tinned  and  other  packaged  foodstuffs 
are  collected  and  disposed  of  to  a licensed  pig  feeder  for  treat- 
ment in  a sterilising  plant. 


MISCELLANEOUS  GOODS , 


119  tins 

Meat 

299 

lbs 

130  tins 

Fruit 

128 

lbs 

12  tins 

Fish 

6 

lbs 

9 tins 

Vegetables 

6 

lbs 

7 tins 

Milk 

1 tin 

Pudding 

Meat 

263 

lbs 

Fish 

14 

lbs 

Fish  Cakes 

28 

lbs 

Bacon 

218 

lbs 

Poultry 

67 

lbs 

Sausages 

7 

lbs 

25 

pkts . 

Frozen  Meat 

43 

pkts . 

Frozen  Fish 

4 

pkts . 

Frozen  Vegetables 

12 

pkts . 

Frozen  Pastry 

7 

pkts . 

Frozen  Fruit 

12 

ctns . 

Ice  Cream 

89 

singLe 

Ice  Creams 

68 

jars 

Crab  Salad 

FOOD 

PREMISES. 

Inspections  made  to  supervise  the  preparation,  handling  or 
storage  of  food  in  shops,  restaurants,  hake-houses,  markets  and 
factory  canteens,  totalled  357° 

72  Notices  were  served  for  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  Many  of  these  require  the  maintenance  or  replacement 
of  the  necessary  equipment. 

The  following  list  shows  the  matters  with  which  these  Notices 
were  concerned: - 

Wash-hand  has  ins,  absence  of  hot  water. 

Locker  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing. 

Defective  or  dirty  condition  of  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 

woodwork,  equipment  and  working  surfaces. 

Impervious  surfaces  to  counters  and  tables. 

Bins;  provision  of  properly  covered  bins  for  waste  products. 

Delivery  vehicles  and  mobile  shops, 

Handw&shing  notices. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  is  spent  each  year  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  i*  the  supervision  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared, 
stored  or  sold. 

This  results  in  improvements  to  the  structures,  equipment  and 
display  of  food,  but  occasionally  there  are  complaints  of  food 
purchased  being  out  of  condition.  On  investigation  it  is  sometimes 
found  that  the  shopkeeper  is  new  to  the  trade  and  has  little  or  no 
knowledge  of  the  shelf-life  of  perishable  foods,  or  of  how  such  foods 
should  be  kept. 


POOD  PREMISES  Cont’d. 
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Early  inspections  are  made  of  all  newly  established  food-premises 
to  advise  the  proprietors  on  food  hygiene  requirements.. 

Architects  and  Planners  should  not  overthrow  well-tried  principles 
which  have  stood  the  test  of  time.  In  their  search  for  something 
new  they  should  not  allow  the  re-introduction  of  past  bad  practices. 
For  instance  - we  have,  in  Chippenham,  seen  the  erection  of  shops 
with  little  or  no  regard  to  the  question  of  refuse  accommodation. 
However  desirable  it  may  be  to  design  shops  so  that  every  available 
square  inch  of  space  is  utilised  as  selling  area,  some  thought 
should  be  given  to  those  who  work  in  the  proposed  building,  and 
for  the  other  facilities  so  necessary  in  the  interests  of  hygiene. 

The  general  public  could  assist  in  the  drive  for  cleaner  food 
production  and  handling,  by  refusing  to  shop  at  premises  which  are 
not  up  to  standard,  or  by  reporting  any  infringements  which  they 
notice.  This  aspect  is  emphasised  in  the  talks  given  to  the 
various  women’s  organisations  from  time  to  time. 

Police  Court  proceedings  were  taken  by  the  Council  against  a 
firm  who  had  sold  to  a customer  chocolate  covered  Russian  cakes, 
which  were  not  of  the  quality  of  the  article  demanded  by  the 
purchaser  in  that  there  was  present  in  one;  of  the  cakes  a metal 
screw  contrary  to  Section  2 of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1955 • 

The  defendant  firm  'was  fined  £15  • 

More  shopkeepers  are  asking  for  notices  requesting  the  public 
not  to  take  dogs  into  food  shops.  These  notices  are  supplied  free 
on  appl i on t i on . 


There  is  a marked  increase  in  the  volume  of  frozen  foods  now 
sold  which  has  called  for  special  attention.  Careful  watch  is 
maintained  in  order  to  ensure  that  frozen-food  cabinets  are  main- 
tained in  good  condition  and  not  overloaded,  with  an  emphasis  on 
disposal  of  foodstuffs  in  proper  rotation.  Load-line  levels 
should  be  strictly  adhered  to  because  goods  stored  above  this 
line  are  subjected  to  thawing  and  may  become  unsuitable  or 
unwholesome. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  of  mobile  shops  and  the  stalls 
retailing  foodstuffs  in  the  weekly  market. 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  popular  foods  sold  at 
fairs  which  come  to  the  town  from  time  to  time,  to  ensure  that 
there  was  adequate  cleanliness  of  clothing  and  equipment,  and 
that  the  washing-up  equipment  conformed  with  modern  practice. 

Litter  baskets  are  provided  by  the  Council  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  fried  fish  shops  in  an  effort  to  keep  the  streets  tidy. 


Number  of  food  premises  by  type  of  business  - 


General  Grocery 

45 

Butchers 

16 

Hotels,  Cafes, 

Licensed  premises 

32 

Restaurants 

17 

Sweets , 

14 

Bakers,  Confectioners 

9 

Fruit  & Vegetables 

9 

Pish  Fryers 

5 

Fishmongers 

4 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

Dairies 

4 

Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955:- 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages, 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream 

Sale  of  ice  cream 


21 

3 

45 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


Number  of  Registered  Dairies 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors 

Number  of  'T.T'  Dealer's  licences 

Number  of  pasteuriser's/steriliser's  Licences 

Number  of  Dealer's  Pre-packed  Licences 


4 

12 

2 

2 

12 


Number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  - 

Raw  T.T. 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Biologicals 


15 

38 

12 

4 


Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 


32 


Of  the  sixty-four  samples  of  milks  taken,  three  untreated 
To  To  samples  and  one  pasteurised  sample  failed  the  test  required 
by  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  I960. 

The  Biological  samples  were  all  negative » 

Sample  failures  of  raw  milk  are  first  investigated  at  the 
distributing  dairy  to  clarify  whether  the  producer  or  the 
distributor  is  at  fault.  If  a farm  investigation  is  called  for, 
then  notification  is  given  to  the  Milk  Regulations  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

As  a check  on  the  efficiency  of  milk  bottle  cleansing, 
four  sets  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  Council  accepted  delegation  from  the  County  Council  of 
their  duties  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations, 
I960,  as  from  the  17th.  October  1961. 

Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  difficulties  experienced 
at  the  Bottle  Washing  Plants,  due  to  bottles  being  misused 
before  being  returned  to  the  dairy.  Consumers  are  advised  to 
rinse  the  empty  bottles,  promptly  return  them  to  the  dairyman, 
and  not  to  use  them  for  purposes  other  than  as  milk  containers. 

The  Borough  is,  of  course,  in  a specified  area.  All  milk 
now  sold  by  retail  must  be  "specially  designated"  milk,  (that  is, 
pasteurised,  sterilised,  or  tuberculin  tested  milk) . 

ICE  CREAM. 

Number  of  premises  registered  and  used  for 

manufacture  and  sale  . 3 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only  49 

Number  of  samples  55 

Inspection  of  premises  72 

The  fact  that  all  the  ice  cream  samples  fell  within 
Grades  1 and  2 is  an  indication  that  the  ice-cream  trade  is 
now  producing  a safe  product  from  the  bacteriological  point 
of  view. 


* 


